
JOY LUCK ACTIVITY/DISCUSSION/READING CALENDAR 
 
The Joy Luck Club explores the lives of several Chinese women, who have immigrated to the United States, 
and their relationships with their Americanized daughters. The novel teaches the reader about Chinese culture 
and heritage, but the experiences between the mothers and daughters also have a universal quality which can 
be shared by people of any culture. The book is divided into four parts, composed of sixteen vignettes. The 
themes of the novel are woven into these events through parables and recurring images. 
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• Feathers from a Thousand Li Away 
– "The Joy Luck Club," Jing-mei "June" Woo  
– "Scar," An-Mei Hsu  
– "The Red Candle," Lindo Jong  
– "The Moon Lady," Ying-Ying St. Clair  

• The Twenty-Six Malignant Gates 
– "Rules of the Game," Waverly Jong  
– "The Voice from the Wall," Lena St. Clair  
– "Half and Half," Rose Hsu Jordan  
– "Two Kinds," Jing-mei "June" Woo  

• American Translation 
– "Rice Husband," Lena St. Clair  
– "Four Directions," Waverly Jong  
– "Without Wood," Rose Hsu Jordan  
– "Best Quality," Jing-mei "June" Woo  

• Queen Mother of the Western Skies 
– "Magpies," An-mei Hsu  
– "Waiting Between the Trees," Ying-Ying St. Clair  
– "Double Face," Lindo Jong  
– "A Pair of Tickets," Jing-mei "June" Woo  

 
DATE JLC CLASS FOCUS ACTIVITY HOMEWORK 

04/10 T 
• "The Joy Luck Club," Jing-

mei "June" Woo  
• VIDEO INTRODUCTION • "Scar," An-Mei Hsu  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
1 

04/11 W • "Scar," An-Mei Hsu • DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
1 

•  

04/12 R 

•  • VIDEO • "The Red Candle," Lindo 
Jong  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
2 

04/13 F 

• "The Red Candle," Lindo 
Jong 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
2 

• VIDEO 

• "The Moon Lady," Ying-
Ying St. Clair  

• "Rules of the Game," 
Waverly Jong  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
3 

04/16 M 

• DISCUSSION: "The Moon 
Lady," Ying-Ying St. Clair 

• "Rules of the Game," 
Waverly Jong 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
3 

• VIDEO: RULES OF THE 
GAME 

• "The Voice from the Wall," 
Lena St. Clair  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
4 

04/17 T    

04/18 W 

• DISCUSSION: "The Voice 
from the Wall," Lena St. 
Clair  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
4 

• "Half and Half," Rose Hsu 
Jordan  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
5 

04/19 R    



04/20 F 

• DISCUSSION: "Half and 
Half," Rose Hsu Jordan  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
5 

• "Two Kinds," Jing-mei 
"June" Woo 

• "Rice Husband," Lena St. 
Clair  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
6 

04/23 M 

• DISCUSSION: "Two 
Kinds," Jing-mei "June" 
Woo 

• "Rice Husband," Lena St. 
Clair 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
6  

• VIDEO: RICE HUSBAND 

• "Four Directions," Waverly 
Jong  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
7 

 
04/24 T    

04/25 W 

• DISCUSSION: "Four 
Directions," Waverly Jong 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
7 

• "Without Wood," Rose Hsu 
Jordan  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
8 

04/26 R    

04/27 F 

• DISCUSSION: "Without 
Wood," Rose Hsu Jordan  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
8 

• VIDEO 

• "Best Quality," Jing-mei 
"June" Woo 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
9 

04/30 M 
• DISCUSSION: "Best 

Quality," Jing-mei "June" 
Woo 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
9 

• VIDEO 

• "Magpies," An-mei Hsu  
• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 

10 

05/01 T 

• DISCUSSION: "Magpies," 
An-mei Hsu 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
10 

• "Waiting Between the 
Trees," Ying-Ying St. Clair 

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
11  

05/02 W 
• DISCUSSION: "Waiting 

Between the Trees," Ying-
Ying St. Clair  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
11 

• VIDEO 

• "Double Face," Lindo Jong  
• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 

12 

05/03 R 

• "Double Face," Lindo Jong • DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
12 

• "A Pair of Tickets," Jing-
mei "June" Woo  

• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 
13 

05/04 F 
• "A Pair of Tickets," Jing-

mei "June" Woo 
• DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 

13 
• VIDEO 

• Review for JLC Exam:  
multiple choice and short 
essay(s) 

05/07 M •  •  •  
05/08 T • JOY LUCK CLUB EXAM •  •  
05/09 W •  •  •  
05/10 R •  •  •  
05/11 F •  •  •  
 


