
Special Effects TechnicianSpecial Effects Technician
vs.vs.

Helicopter PilotHelicopter Pilot

Differences, Differences, SimiliaritiesSimiliarities, and , and 
General InformationGeneral Information



Special Effects TechnicianSpecial Effects Technician

�� Plans and designs visual effects.Plans and designs visual effects.

�� Organizes effects for many forms of Organizes effects for many forms of 
media.media.

�� Extreme variety of specializations.Extreme variety of specializations.



Education RequiredEducation Required

�� Highly variableHighly variable

�� Generally about two years of schoolGenerally about two years of school

�� Explosives, electronics, computers.Explosives, electronics, computers.



SalarySalary

�� Contract payContract pay

�� Again, highly variableAgain, highly variable

�� Entry level: 35,000Entry level: 35,000

�� Mid level: 49,000Mid level: 49,000

�� High level: 67,000High level: 67,000



Helicopter PilotHelicopter Pilot

�� Helicopter pilotsHelicopter pilots……pilot helicopters.pilot helicopters.

�� Fly short trips at low altitudes.Fly short trips at low altitudes.

�� Helicopters have a very large amount Helicopters have a very large amount 
of uses.of uses.



Education RequiredEducation Required

�� No requirement for commercial pilotsNo requirement for commercial pilots

�� Commercial license requiredCommercial license required

�� Military pilots require a 4Military pilots require a 4--year degreeyear degree



Commercial SalaryCommercial Salary

�� Pilots often works seasonally, or partPilots often works seasonally, or part--time.time.

�� Corporate pilots often earn more.Corporate pilots often earn more.

�� TwinTwin--engine pilots earn more.engine pilots earn more.

�� Entry level: $34,000 Entry level: $34,000 

�� High level wage: $68,990 High level wage: $68,990 

�� Military wages are based on rank, and are Military wages are based on rank, and are 
mostly lower.mostly lower.



ComparisonComparison

�� Job security is better as a pilot. Special Job security is better as a pilot. Special 
Effects Technicians have work on a contract Effects Technicians have work on a contract 
basis, so there is no guarantee that work will basis, so there is no guarantee that work will 
always be available.always be available.

�� A pilotA pilot’’s pay in the military is very little, but s pay in the military is very little, but 
the training is a great help for later. the training is a great help for later. 
However, a Technician can start earning However, a Technician can start earning 
more than a pilot more than a pilot having just been hired.having just been hired.


